Th Þ 


ESTABLISH'D 


[Cnurcn of ENGLAND 


VINDICATED 


From the Impuration of 


SCHISM 


In A Serious 


ADDRESS 


To all the 


M embers of Her Communion: 


In which is Shewn 


| From the conſtant Do@rines and 
| Principles which the Cuusch has al- 


ways Taught, that the Nonjurors Se- 
 paration is really Schilmatical, 


— 


1 Y LONDON: 
| Printed for Joux Wrar, at the Roſe 1 in 


St. Paul's e den, 1716. 


4 


— 


The Eftabliſh'd 
CHURCH of ENGLAND 
VINDICATED 


From the Imputation of 


HEN I had read over that 
little ſeditious Treatiſe a- 
bout the Caſe of Schiſm in 
rd the Church of England; I 
could not but make this 

Rkeflection upon it, That 
— doe Goodneſs of Almighty 
God to this Nation, has ſcarce been more 


— 


remarkable and conſpicuous in His moſt gra- 


cious Providences, unparallel'd Succeſſes, and 


wonderful Deliverances from the Attempts 
of the common Enemy Abroad, than it has 
Xen in preſerving us from the reſtleſs Endea- 
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vours, and no leſs formidable Deſigns of- A 


violent, furious, and diſaffected Set of Men 
among our ſelves. 


Wu Danger threaten'd us, and Ruin 
ſeem' d to hang over our Heads, about eight 


or nine and twenty Years ago, we had this 
Conſolation under all our Fears, That the 


Body of the Nation were deeply affected 


with a Senſe of the common Calamity, and 


ſhew'd themſelves heartily ſollicicous by all 1 


lawful Methods to prevent it. And a juſt In- 


_ dignation was then enkindled in uy Breaſt 


againſt thoſe mercenary, perfidious Men, 


who could ſuffer themſelves to give into 

the Meaſures of Tyranny and FOR Perſe- 
cution. 

Bur this happy Diſpoſition did not con- 

tinue with us long: For no ſooner had Go p 


delivered us by a moſt fcaſonable, and unex- 
peed Revolution; but, like the 1/raelites of 


old, we flew in the Face of our Deliverer, 
and murmur'd againſt Go p, by whoſe kind 
and gracious Providence we "had been ſaved 
from utter, and, perhaps, final Deſolation. 


And as tho Government had been an Ordi- 


nance of Gov, for the Deſtruction, rather 
than for the Protection and Preſervation of 
Mankind: A Number of Zealots were found 


ſo tenaciouſly to adhere to the Authority of 


that Popiſh King, who had contriv'd and pre- 
pared our Ruin, that all which is dear and 


valuable to a Nation, mult be given up ra- 


ther than King Fame: ſhould loſe the Power 


and Derr of accompliſhing the Cala- 


mities that he had begun to bring upon us. 


Thele accordingly, ſoon became irreconcile- 


able Enemies to King William and the Rewo- 


luticn ; 
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lution; they would {wear no Allegiance, or 


Submiſſion to him; they had no Regard to 
all the Laws then made for our laſting, future 
Preſervation. No Authority, no Obligation 
muſt be allow'd to be in any of them, for 
want of that One Man, who, it is well known, 


if he had come again among us with Power, 
would effectually have deſtroy'd both Them 


and Us. For this invincible Diſſaffection to 


the Means and Inſtruments which Go p had 
made uſe of for the Preſervation of the 


CnvRcn, and the Safety of the Country, the 
Non-juring Biſhops and Clergy, were at laſt 


| _ depriv'd of their Church-Preterments. And 


as they pleaded, That they ſuffer'd this for 
Conſcience Sake; , fo thoſe of them who 


were modeſt, and quiet, and patient, and 
prudent under their dufferings, not only met 


with Compaſſion and Tenderneſs, but were 
treated by wiſe and good Men, with great 
Civility and Reſpect. | 8 


Bur there were found others of another 


Temper, and a warmer Spirit, who inſtead 


of Chriſtian Meekneſs, Modeſty, and Peace 
began a Schiſm in the CHñuR cH on this very 


Score; not only ſepararted from our Com- 
munion, but ſet up Facobite- Meetings of their 
dun; and by this Schiſm in the CHU RCA, 


grew into an inveterate Faction againſt the 
STATE, and labour'd, as much as was in 


their Power, to overthrow the GO VERNNENT. 


You all know the Dithcultics and Troubles, 


the Plots and Treaſons, the many Per- 


plexities, and continual Struggles for Life 


and Peace, which this NATION has gone 


thro for almoſt thirty Years, by Means of 


the implacable Spirits of theſe Men, Gos 
= has 
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has carry'd us ſafe thro? all theſe; has ſer a 
KING upon our Throne from whom, under 


Gov, we might hope for all the Bleſſings 


and Comforts that a wiſe and faithful People 
could wiſh for: And that Good Gop has alſo 


put an happy End to a formidable Rebellion, 
favoured and countenanced by theſe very _ 
Men; and thereby has given us a pleaſing _ 
Proſpect of all the happy Fruits of a quiet 


and ſettled Government; if the implacable 
Spirits of this reſtleſs Faction could but once 
be tamed. But inſtead of this, they are 

found engaged in another Enterprize to em- 
broil us again, and bring us into new Diſtra- 
ctions and Confuſions, and that is by deſtroy- 
ing as much as they can that Unity, Peace, 
and good Order in the CHUnCAH, which 


they could not effectually ruin in the Srar E. 
And the Trick is, by ſetting up themſelves to 


be the Church, and us to be the Schiſmaticks. 
This is the Subject of that little ſcandalous 


Pamphlet, the Impreſſion of which was late- 
ly ſeiz d by the Government, in the Hands 
of a Non-juring Clergy-man. According to 


which, we are all, in their Opinions, to be 


damned, if we will not deſert our Pariſh _ 


Churches, and run into their ſeditious Meet- 
ings, to Pray, and Preach, and ſet up for the 
Pretender. © oo 5 


You will ask probably, What Opinion [ 


theſe People muſt have of our Reaſon and 
Underſtandings, who can think to put ſuch 
a Delufion as this upon us ? I know, Gen- 
tlemen, that the Attempt is wild, and the 
Performance weak; and yet, I think, not to 
be deſpis'd. Great Preparations are made 
for the Succeſs of this miſchievous Deſign ; 
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Non: juring Biſhops are conſecrated, Non- 


juring Prieſts ordained ; all ſwear to the 


Pretender, and others who had ſworn to the 
Preſent ESTABLISHMENT, here ſpew up 


their Oaths. And it is eaſy to obſerve, That 
the Minds and Sentiments of many of the 


Common People, for whoſe Uſe and Capa- 
Cities this ſeditious Pamphlet is particularly 
calculated, have been ſo artfully, and fo ſuc- 
? ceſsfully poyſon'd, that many honeſt, and 
well-meaning Perſons may poſſibly be drawn 
away by theſe Deluſions; eſpecially if they 
have not the mighty Danger and Miſchief 
of em laid before them. I cannot therefore 
but beg Leave to addreſs myſelf to you on 
this Occaſion, and earneſtly to requeſt and 
entreat you, as you value the Favour of Gov, 
and the Peace of His CHURCH, and the Sal- 
vation of your Souls, and that which next 
to Religion and your Souls ought of all 
Things to be deareſt to you, the Safety and 
Happineſs of your Country, That you would 
not haſtily, and raſhly run into this fatal 
Snare. Bur that you would rather lay aſide 
your angry Paſſions and Reſentments, if you 
have any, and to conſider Things well; and 
in this Conſideration of them, to have a par- 
ticular Regard to the Doctrine and Judgment 
of the Church of England in this Diſpute; and 
then, by the Grace of Gop, I don't doubt 
but to make you all ſenſible, That you are 
in no Danger either of Schiſm or of Damna- 
tion by your ſtedfaſt Adherence to the Com- 
munion of the Preſent Eſtabliſhed Cnuxch, 
but that you will certainly and inevitably fall 
into that great Sin, if you follow the Mea- 
ſures of theſe Deceivers. 


To 
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To this End J earneſtly recommend two 
Things to your ſerious Conſideration. 


I. Tus deceitful Craft, and ſubtle Arti- 
ice of this ſeditious Pamphlet. 

II. Tu Weakneſs of its Arguments, and 

the precarious, miſtaken, erroneous Prin- 


ciples upon which all this Charge is 
founded. % 


I. Firs r, I deſire you carefully to a 


{erve, the inſidious Craft, and artificial Sub- 


tlety of this ſeditious Pamphlet. At the firſt 


View it ſeems to carry Nothing in the Face 


of it but a Zeal for the Communion of the 


Church of England, and a ſeaſonable Guard 3 


againſt the Sin of Schiſm. But when you 
come to ſee thro it, the Pretender and Popery, 
are plainly at the Bottom of the Deſign, and 


all the Calamities and Miſeries which they 
can bring along with them. This is their 
 wonted Artifice in Deluding, to look one 


Way, and row another. What bitter Out- 


Cries have we had of late of the Danger of 


the Cyurxcn; and Experience has now 
convinced us, that thoſe very Men have been 
contriving the Ruin of that CH. u RCH, 
whoſe Dangers they ſeemed to complain of. 


This is the old Popiſh Stratagem whoſe Cauſe 


and Counſels theſe very Now jurors are carry- © 
ing on. The Cry is Schiſm, the Game is 
the Pretender and Popery. Theſe Men know 
very well, that if you continue in the Com- 


munion of the Eſtabliſhed Ch R CH,, you 
will daily hear Her Prayers for King 
GEORGE, and for his Royal FAI ILV, and 


pul 4 occaſionally 
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occaſionally you will hear Sermons ſetting 
forth your Duty to obey him, and the {trict 
Obligations that you lie under in Conſciuncs 
towards G0 p ſo to do; and will be often 
put in Mind of the Sin and Danger in doing 
otherwiſe. This, they know, will break all 
their Meaſures, and undo all that the bir- 
ter Enemies of the Preſent EsTADIISAHAENT 
have been doing for ſeveral Years palt, with 
much Pains and Application. But if they 
cafi once allure you into their Facobite Con- 
venticles, there you are to pray for the Pre- 
tender, you are to be taught, that he is your 
King, and that the Laws of your Country 
ſignify nothing to you wichout him. And 
thus, to avoid an imaginary Schiſm, you 
run into a real one; thro' Schiſm into Se- 
dition and Faction againſt the STATE; it 
may be alſo into Treaſon and Rebellion, to 


the Forfeiture of your Eſtate, the Ruin of 


your Family, and the Loſs of Life. This is 
the fine Scene prepared for you; towards 
which, the firſt Step you are invited by theſe 
Men to take, is, To leave your Pariſh- 
Church and Miniſter. And if they gain 
that one Point upon you, they will ſoon 
find an eaſy Way to all the reſt. 
To confirm you in the Belieft of this 
juſt Obſervation, pray take Notice, That ſo 
long as there was Hope of bringing in the 
Pretender by open Rebellion, this C ontrover- 
ſy about the Schiſm, was laid aſlzep and kept 
ſllent: But when that Rebellion miſcarry'd, 
and Nothing can be done at preſent by 
Force of Arms, he is to ſteal in privately ac 
the Back-Door of the Church, to be jup- 
ported by Her pretended, Independent 
1 3 Autho- 
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Authoruy, and the Dread of a damnable 


W Schiſm, is to blind your Eyes, and cover 

by the DRE. 1 
bi | Nay, there is a farther Danger before 

3 you in this Road, of which, perhaps, you 


| are not aware; and that is, Leſt when you 
f are ſeduced out of the Communion of the 
li Eſtabliſhed CuuR CH for Fear of Schiſm, 
| you ſhould run from the Church of England, 
9 directly to the Church of Rome. For tho? 
you think the Perſons who now allure yok, 
| to be no Papiſts, yet there is Danger of all 
| that I am warning you to avoid. I could 
[ name you the Man, who from little Begin- 
ö nings, has been gradually drawn to great 
Lengths this Way. He firſt began only with 
favouring ſome of theſe Mens remoter Prin- 
ciples, and if you ſnould have told him then, 
That he was in the Pretender's Intereſt, he 
would have been ready to reply, in the Words 
2 Kings of Hazael, But what is thy Servant a Dog, that 
Vil. 13. Je ſhould do this great Thing? And yet this very 
Man, is now an avowed Tacobite, and has 
loſt two Livings for the Pretender's Sake, and 
engages himſelf in promoting that very Sepa- 
ration from the Chuxch, which they would 
willingly allure you into. And if this Man 
ſhould at laſt become a Popifh Prieſt, and 
invite you to Mals, I could not be ſurpiſed 
at ic; becauſe he who is half Seas over alrea- 
dy, may the more eaſily be carry'd thro” 
the reſt. Beſides, if this ſhould happen, ic 
is not -the firſt Inſtance of that Kind. 1 
knew a Man, who was once an hearty, zea- 
lous Member of the Church of England, he 
was practis'd upon this Way, firſt turned Fa- 
cobite, then Schiſmatick, then Papiſt, and 1 
: he 
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he died. Do but obſerve the Sg 
and Tenderneſſes of the JFacobites and Now-- 
| Furers towards Poptry ; how much they pre- 
fer that Religion to any Community of Chri- 
ſtians, except their own ; and in how many 
Inſtances they are gone off from the Original 
Doctrines and Principles of the Rz:rorunz- 
TioNn: And if, upon the Pretender's Succels 
in this Kingdom, which Go» for ever for- 
bid, they ſhould not take up his Religion 
alſo, I ſhould much more wonder at chat, 
than at the contrary, The firſt Sr ep that a 
Man takes into Facobite- Meetings and Mea- | 
ſures, is juſt like entering into a Labyrinch. : 
He who is once in, neither knows how tar ; 
he ſhall go, nor which Way he nal! ger back . 
again. 1 
Bsrpzs all this Danger from the in- 4 
ſtable Principles, the loofer Morals, and _ 
the diſappointed Expectations of ſome of the 
Leaders in this Revolt from our Church, 1 
there is too great Reaſon to ſuſpe and be- _ 
lieve, that a large Number of Popiſh Emiſ= ' 
ſaries are ſent among us from Abroad to mi- n 
niſter to this Miſchief, to promote this dan- 
gerous Diviſion among us, who will never 
fail with all their Might to promote Popery | 
and all its Corruptions. Be wiſe and cauti- -- 
3 ous therefore before it be too late. 

ASAIN, Another ſly and wicked Device 
in this pamphlet, is, That it works artiuliy 
upon your Paſſions, without any Thing of 
Moment to convince your Reaſon ard y our 
Judgment. You have here a weful and | dil 
mal Repreſentation of the Sin of Schilin, and 
of tae Danger of Damnation that attends it; 
and this let forth 1 in ſo frightful and terrible 
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a 1 e as will juſtly make One tremble 


to think of being in ſuch a State. 
T ris is induſtriouſly contrived to fright- 


en you out of all Conſideration, inſtead of 


convincing you by it. For what will not a 


Man do, or whither will he not go to eſcape 
eternal Damnation? This Author tells us, 


pag. 6. That this Diſcourſe is chiefly defs, ned 


for ordinary Capacities. He needed not to have 
told us that which is evident enough in 


the Way of Wricing ic. That therefore the 
meanelt Capacity may plainly ſee how little 
all theſe frightful Threatnings and Repreſen- 


tations are to be regarded, let me lay be- 
tore you a parallel Caſe: Suppoſe a Miniſter 


preaciies or writes ſeverely againſt Adultery 


or Murder, and largely, and juſtly ſets forth 
how great and dangerous each of theſe Sins 


is, and what Apprehenſions all Chriſtians 
ought to have of their own Damnation, 
who live in them. All this is very true; 


and thoſe who are concerned ought certain- 
ly to have a very great Regard to what 1s 
ſaid, and to fear according to their Guilt, 
But what is all this to me, who have never 
been guilty of either of theſe Sins ? Until I 
have ſinned, I am ſafe, 


So here allo, Whatever Danger there may 
be in Schiim, what is that to me, who keep 
conſtant in the Communion of the Cav RCH? 


Let thoſe who leave this Communion, and 


{ct up ſeditious Conventicles and Facobite- 


Meetings, in order to ſubvert the GO vER N- 
MENT, and who conſpire againſt the Peace 
and Safety of their Country thereby; let 
cheſe look to it, and make their Peace with 


(30D, by true Repentance. 111 it appears 
T = that 
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that I am guilty, it is certain that I am not 


in Danger. That this is the Truth of the Caſe, 
I hope to make very plain, now I come 
more directly to the Merits of the Cauſe ; i 
by Conſidering, 


II. Tur Weakneſs of the Argument al- 


ledged in this Pamphlet, and the precarious, 


miſtaken, erroneous Principle, upon which 
all this Charge of >chiſm upon the Cnuncu 


is founded, 


Tuts Writer begins with an Intimation, 


That had the People ſtudied the Nature of Or- 
thodox, Chriſtian Communion, and the true State 
of Eccleſ aſtical Authority, and underſtood the 
Danger of Schiſm, and the ſad Conſequences of it, 


and , Hide where, and by whom the Ordinances of 


CurisrT are effettually adminiſtred, and where not, 


there had been no Room for a Diſpute ; but char 
they ought to communicate with tne Non ju- 
rors. But why ſo; how does that appear? Be- 
cauſe, ſays he, the odioice Nawie of Separatiſt, be- 


longs to thoſe who departed from the Church s true 


Communion in the Year 1688. I grant this to be 
very true: But then, it is to me as clear as the 


Light of the Sun, That the Non, juring Sepa- 


ratiſt are the Men ; ; and that the more per- 


featliv any Man anderfands the Nature, and 


true State of the Eccleſiaſtical eAuthority, the 
more ſenſible will he be that what 1 ſay is 


true. For what is Schiſm, but a Departure 
from the lawful Communion of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church and the ſetting up another Commu- 
nion in Oppoſition to it? I believe, the 
Author of chis Pamphlet cannot give a plain- 
er, Or a julte :r Account of the true Nature 


of 


ER. 
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of Schiſm, than this is. And T hope, and 


— — — — ——ů — — — — — — 


1 perſuade myfelf, That neither he, nor any 
4 of his Friends, will ever be able to prove 
(hl that our Communion is unlawful. Where 
14 then ſhould we look for Schiſmaticks ? Of all 
wo Places, I hope, not in our Pariſh Churches, 
[i under Biſhops and Presbyters legally conſe- 
1 crated, and Epiſcopally ordained, and ſettled 
N in their ſeveral Stations by the Laws, and 


exerciſing their ſeveral Divine Offices accord- 
ing to the eſtabliſhed Liturgy of the Church 
of England, which we have ever had ſince 
the REFoRMaATION. Methinks, it is a 
Contradiction in Terms, and contrary to 


1 common Senle and Reaſon to call ſuch Men 
th Separatiſts and Schiſmaticks. Schiſm is rather 
HY to be looked for in Unlawful Meetings, and 


 Clandeſtine Conventicles, in Garrets and 


f. Dining-Rooms, in ſecret Corners, where 
1 Men meet contrary to the Laws both of 
1's ChvurcnhandSrtart. But, ſays this Wri- _ 
| fi ter, when the Multitude or great Majority, which | 
. uſually makes the Public, is in the Wrong, and 
| i. gives juſt Cauſe of ſeparating, then the Separa- 
"oh. Page 3. tion becomes innocent, and a Duty. See here 
it what a contemptible Character this Man 
Th; gives of the National, Eſtabliſhed Church of 
[1 1 England! A Multitude, or great Majority, which i 
. uſually makes the Publick; as tho' it were a 


"'iﬀ mere Mobb, a riotous, tumultuous Number, 
ll. without either Order or Authority. However, 
to paſs by this reſpectful Civility, and to ſpeak * 
plainly of the National CHUR ch, I grant 
his Obſervation to be true; That when ir 
gives juſt Cauſe of ſeparating, then the Separa- 
tion becomes innocent, and a Duty. But then, A 
it remains ſtill to be proved, That our Na- 
3 tional, 1 
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FP 1 tional, Eſtabliſhed CHR CR, either in the 
iy Tear 1685, or any time ſince the Revolution, 


re has given a juſt Cauſe of Separation. This 
re is what the whole Diſpute turns upon; and 
l therefore this remains to be proved, and 
ſhould be proved by ſtrong Arguments, and 


good Reaſons, fetch'd from certain and un- 

d doubted Principles, and maintained by juſt 
d and clear Concluſions, that may gain an Aſ- | 
d. ſent not eaſily to be withſtood. And, in- . | 
„ _ deed, after ſo loud an Out- cry of the Dan- | 


ce ger of certain Damnation; and ſuch a pre- f 
za tended Clearneſs in this Point, as when right- g 
to ly conſidered, would leave no Room for Diſ- 
en pute; I looked for a great deal more of Argu- 


ler ment, than what I met with. And it was to | 
nd my great Amazement, when I found all that ; 
nad Which concerns the Merits of this Cauſe, to 
ere be comprehended in One dark, precarious, | 


oe miſtaken, groundleſs Declaration, wiz. this, 
„i. That the Authority of the Church of England, 
5% and conſequently, the Church of England itſelf, 
was with the deprived Biſhops and Clergy, and 
remains ſtill with their Succeſſors, he means the 
Non: jurors; and that all that depart from them, 
are at leaſt in a State of Schiſm, and conſequent- 
, as he intimates, in a State of Damnation. 
3 Blicſs me! ſaid I, I know not what Methods 
theſe Men may find out to Alarm the Fears, 
and practiſe upon the Paſſions and Affections 
of the People; and what Men like, that they 
2 caſily believe: But as to the real and juſt 
Force of Argument, if this be all; it is exact- 
ly according to the Proverb, eA Mountain 
labour d, and a Mouſe was born. Suppoſe, Gen- 
tlemen, that a Popiſh Prieſt ſhould come to 
any of you, and after a moving Harangue 
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upon the Sin of Schiſm, and the certain Dam- 
nation of all rhofe Chriſtians who are out of 
| CHrRisrt's Church, and thereby loſt, as to 
| all the Promiſes, and Graces, and ſaving Bleſ= 
. | ſings of CHRIST; and then at laſt, as the 
Ri Application of all this, ſhould tell you, That 
the Authority of Cukisr's Church, and con- 
ſequently, the Church itſelf, is with the 
Pope and his Succeſſors, &c. What think you, 
muſt the Man carry his Cauſe merely by the 
Dint of a dogmatical Confidence? And muſt 
we all be damned, if we will not turn Pa- 
piſts, becauſe a Popiſh Prieſt tells us ſo? No, 
certainly; you would rather deſpiſe his 
Threatnings than fear them. And yer juſt * 
thus, the Sedicious Author of this Pamphlet 
deals with Us: We mult be damned as Schiſ= 
maticks, if we will not come to their Con- 
venticles. Why ſo? Becauſe the Authority of 
the Church of England, ſays he, was with the 
deprived Biſhops, and remains ſtill with their 
Succeſſors. : 
Tris is, what I deny; This is, what! 
affirm to be falſe ; and what I will at any 
Time demonſtrate to you to be ſo, if you 
will but ſtedfaſtly adhere to what has ever 
been the avowed Doctrine of the Church of 
England, as well before, as ſince the Revo- 
lution. e 15 . 
, To clear up this Matter a little to you, 
let me beg of you to attend carefully to 
theſe three Things. 335 — 
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I. Thar the Authority of the Church f 
England, was not ſo with the deprived Biſhops 4 
and Clergy, as this Pamphlet would have it 
thought to be. cgoll 19H N 
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2. THAT Whatever Power thoſe depriv'd 


Biſhops and Clergy-men had either in, or 
over this Cnuxcn, they loſt it all upon their 
Deprivation. To which I add. 


3. Laſtly, Tua r the chief and moſt learn- 
ed of thoſe Perſons, who denied the Validi- 


ty of the Deprivation of theſe Biſhops, and 
firſt began the Schi/m upon it; have yet open- 


ly declar'd, That all that Power died with 
them; and that all Separation after their De- 
ceaſe, becomes Unneceſſary and Unreaſonable. 


I. Ozsenve, That the eAuthority of the 
Church of England, was not ſo with the de- 
prived Biſhops and Clergy, as this Pamphlet 


would have it thought to be. That the Au- 
 #hority of the Church of England, and conſe- 


Juently the Church of England itſelf, was with 


the deprived Biſhops and Clergy ; is but a dark 


- Kind of Aﬀertion: And I muſt conſider 
What this Writer means by it. 


Does he 


mean, That the pole, Sole Power of the 


CHURCH was With them, or only the Sa- 


pream Power and Authority of it? Neither of 
them can be true. 7 9 


1. Tux Whole, Sole Authority of the 


Cu vnc could not be with them, unleſs 
they gain d more Power by their Depriva- 
tion, than they had before it. But the Que- 
ſtion is, How did they come by it all? It's 


plain, that at the Revolution, there were, 
beſides Non-jurors, One Archbiſhop, and about 


Sixteen other Biſhops, and a vaſt Number of 
other Clergy, who me their ſeveral SRL 
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of Power and Authority in the Chu RCA. 
How came They then to loſe their Shares of 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority in the Church of Eng- 
land, that the Deprived Biſhops ſhould get it 
all? 1 know this Writer will tell us, from 
Page 5 and 6, That by being Acceſſary to the 
Schiſm, and joyning in Communion with Schiſ- 
maticks in Oppoſition to the true Canonical Bi- 
| ſhops, they loſt all their Power, But then, be- 
fore I believe this, I muſt ask, By what 
Laws, or Powers, or Canons, thoſe Biſhops 
and Clergy-Men, who could with a good 
Conſcience take the Oaths to King William, 
were bound to give up their Sees and Liv- 
?ngs, and to leave the Communion of ithe 
then Eſtabliſhed Cnuxch, and to run Us into 
Schifm and C onfuſions, as the Now-juring Bi- 
fhops and Clergy did? 55 
Tux Folly, and Miſchief of ſuch a Practice, 

both to themſelves, and their Country, and 
to the CH RRH of Gop, were apparently 
ſo very great, as no Man would lay himſelf 
open to, if he did not find himſelf under the 
ſtricteſt, and the ſtrongeſt Obligations in 
Conſcience ſo to do. I demand therefore, 
What Obligations were they under to do all 
this? Till this be made appear, I cannot ſee 
how they can be thought at all guilty of a 
Sebiſm, or loſe any Part of that Share of the 
Cnuncn's Power and Authority, which they 
had before. If it be ſaid, 5 


2. TRAA thoſe Depri ved Biſhops and Clergy- | 
Men, had the Supreme Power and Authority Ec- | 
_ elefiaſtical veſted in them, and that the Obli- 
gations N aroſe from thence. To 
this, I anſwer, That the Charch of England 
22 LEY 8 __ © teaches 
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'* teache? us quite another Doctrine, and ex- 


We, 


preſly declares that Aſſertion to be falſe. 

I ſhort, Gentlemen, The Sum of the 
= Controverſy, as to the preſent Schiſm, turns 
- Wholly upon this ſingle Point; Whether the 
+ Chriſtian Biſhops and Clergy-Men in the Ex- 

_ = erciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Authority, are entire 
_ = ly exempt from the Judicial Cognizance of 
; Civil Powers? And as to this; It we will 
= adhere to the Judgment and Doctrine of the 
4 Church of England, declared in Her Articles 
. 1 and Canons, not only ſince the Revolution; 

but ever ſince the REFORMATION, WE. 
_ I muſt believe, That the Clergy have no Right 
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OW E 
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o to any ſuch Exemption. Thus the XXX VIE" 
5 © Article, made in the Beginning of Queen 


2 Elizabeth's Reign, ſpeaks: The Queens Ha- 
e, jeſtj hath the ẽỹH POWER in this Realm of - 
nd England, and other Her Dominions ; unto whom 
u the chief Government of x L L ESTATES of this 
if _ Realm, whether they be ECCLESIASTICAL 
he er Civ1L, in all Cauſes doth appertain— Where- 
in ) we give not to our Princes the miniſtring ei- 

N 1 ther of God's Word or of the Sacraments 5 but 

3 that only Prerogative which we ſee to hade heen 

ei den to all Godly Princes in Holy Scriptures by 
2 Gop Himſelf, that they ſhould rule all Eftates 
aud Degrees committed to their Charge by Gop, 
= 2»hether they be ECCLESIASTICAL or TEUPORAI. 
XZ Agreeable to this, is the II“ Canon, made in 
the Beginning of King James I's Reign: 
l boſoe wer ſhall bereafter affirm, That the King's 
Alajeſty bath not the ſame eAuthority in Cavsts 

CCLESIASTICAL, thatthe Godly Kings had 
among the Jews, and Chriſtian Emperors in the 
Primitive Church, or 1MPEACH any Part of 
Dis REGAL SUPREMACY IN THE SA1D 
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of Power and Authority in the Cu u cn. 


How came They then to loſe their Shares of 


Eccleſiaſtical Authority in the Church of Eng- 


land, that the Deprived Biſhops ſhould get it 
all? J know this Writer will tell us, from 


Page 5 and 6, That by being Acceſſary to the 


Schiſm, and joyning in Communion with Schiſ- 
maticks in Oppoſition to the true Canonical Bi- 
ſhops, they loft all their Power. But then, be- 


fore J believe this, I muſt ask, By what 


Laws, or Powers, or Canons, thoſe Biſhops 
and Clergy-Men, who could with a good 
Conſcience take the Oaths to King William, 
were bound to give up their Sees and Liv- 


?ngs, and to leave the Communion of ithe 
then Eſtabliſhed Cyurcn, and to run Us into 


Schifm and C onfuſions, as the Non, juring Bi- 


Conſcience ſo to do. 1 demand therefore, 
What Obligations were they under to do all 
this? Till this be made appear, I cannot ſee 
| how they can be thought at all guilty of a 


Sebiſm, or loſe any Part of that Share of the 


Cnonch's Power and Authority, which they 
had before. If it be ſaid, 


2. THAT thoſe Depri ved Biſhops and C lergy- 


Men, had the Supreme Power and Authority Ec- 
clefiaſtical veſted in them, and that the Obli- 
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gations mention'd, aroſe from thence. To 


this, 1 anſwer, That the Church of England 


teaches 


Vindicated from the Imputation of Schiſm. 


2 teache? us quite another Doctrine, and ex- 
preſly declares that Aſſertion to be falſe. 
IN ſhort, Gentlemen, The Sum of the 
2 Controverſy, as to the preſent Schiſm, turns 
7 wholly upon this ſingle Point; Whether the 
+ Chriſtian Biſhops and Clergy-Men in the Ex- 
erciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Authority, are entire- 
ly exempt from the Judicial Cognizance of 
Civil Powers? And as to this; If we will 
2 adhere to the Judgment and Doctrine of the 
Church of England, declared in Her Articles 
and Canons, not only ſince the Revolution; 
- but ever ſince the REFORMATION, We 
e muſt believe, That the Clergy have no Right 
o do any ſuch Exemption. Thus the XXX VIE 
3 Article, made in the Beginning of Queen 
_ ® Elizabeth's Reign, ſpeaks: The Queens Ha- 
= 1 jeſty hath the cuite PowERim this Realm of 
qd England, and other Her Dominions ; unto whom 
ly I the chief Government of ALL ESTATES of this 
if 7} Realm, whether they be ECCLESIASTICAL 
ne Y or Civir, in all Cauſes doth appertain IWhere= 
in by we give not to our Princes the miniſtring ei- 
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that only Prerogative which we ſee to hade heen 
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and Degrees committed to their Charge by Gov, 
whether they be ECCLESIASTICAL or Temporal. 
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Agrecable to this, is the II Canon, made in 
the Beginning of King James I's Reign: 

Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm, That the King's 

ECCLESIASTICAL, that the Godly Kings had 


Primitive Church, or 1MPEACH any Part of 
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and ſuch a Cauſe. 


CA us Es, &c. let him be Excommunicated ipſo 
facto. This Canon the Author I write againſt 
has cited in Defence of King Fames II's Right, 
altho' he does not believe one Word of the 


Truth of it, with ſuch Ingenuity, and in 


uch a Manner, as becomes ſuch a Writer, 


Bur to go on; The LV Canon in the 


tries, over ALL PERSONS, in ALL CAUSES, as 


el ECCIESLASTICAL as T EMPORAL. 


'Ta1s, you ſee, my Brethren, is the a- 
vow'd Doctrine of the True old Church of Eng- 


land, as theſe Gentlemen call it; and which 
was not made for the Revolution, but long 


before it. This is ſo far from being a Revo- 
lution Doctrine, as they are pleaſed con- 


ther of Biſhop, Prieſt or Deacon, but he 
muſt at the ſame Time, ſolemnly ſwear up- 
on the Goſpel to the Truth of this Doctrine. 


So that if the Non- jurors would but heartily 
_ adhere to this Doctrine, to which moſt of 
them, I believe, have ſworn, they could not 


affirm, either the ſole, or ſupream Aut bority 
of the Church of England, to be in the Deprived 


Biſhops and Clergy. And conſequently, they 


could have no Reaſon, no Foundation of 


Separating from the National, Eſtabliſhed 


— HURCH, on that Pretence. 


Mrmxxs, 


Form of Prayer to be uſed before Sermon, teaches 
and enjoyns Us all to Pray for the King's moſt | 
Excellent eMajeſty, ſupream Governor. in theſe | 
bis Realms, and all other his Dominions and Coun- 


temptibly to ſpeak ; that long before the Re- * 
volution was ever wanted, thought of, or de- 
fired; no Clergy-Man, could be admitted 
to any Holy Orders in our Cnhuxch, whe- © 
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nov are in. 
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MzTRIN Ks, it is but a very odd Way of 


treating that true old Church of England, as they 


call it, and which they pretend a huge Zeal 


for, to aſſume to themſelves all Her Authori- 
ty, and to affirm, The Church itſelf to be with 


them alone: Upon ſuch a Claim, and upon 


ſuch Principles, as the Cnuxcn itſelf diſowns, 
and condemns, and expreſly declares to be 


erroneous, and forbids any of Her Children 
upon Pain of Excommunication to maintain or 


teach. If theſe Non-jurors had not wholly 
gone off from the eſtabliſhed, conſtant Prin- 
ciples of the Cxvrcn, in the Fundamental 
Doctrine of all this Controverſy, and run di- 
realy into Popery, by Renouncing the Kinc's 
Supremacy, and His Judicial Power in Cauſes 
= Eccleſiaſtical, they could never have been 
2 drawn into the miſchievous Meaſures they 
3 They mult give in to the miſ- 
taken Notions of the Church of Rome, as to 
_Z Eccleſiaſtical Power, before they can ſupport 
2 themſelves in this Controverſy, and in this 


Unreaſonablc Separation. 


I's a Word; If the Church of England's 
Doctrine be true, their Aﬀertion, That rhe 


eAuthority of this CHURCH, was with the De- 
2 prived Biſhops and Clergy, muſt be falſe; and 
their Separation from Us unjuſt, 


2. Tux Second Thing to be carefully at- 


tended to is; That whatever Authority thoſe 


Biſhops and Clergy once had in the Church, 
they loſt it all upon their Deprivation. The 


Truth of this cannot be diſputed if ir ſhall be 
made appear, that the Power which Depri- 


ved them had ſufficient Authority fo to do, 
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and that the Reaſon of their Deprivation was 
Juſt and Righteous, 10 —_— 
© Tris is the next Thing they complain of 
and alledge in Vindication of their Separati- I 
on. They thruſt out the Lawful Biſhops from 1 
their Sees, and placed Others there, which is 
Erecting Altar againſt Altar; the very formal 
Not ion of Schiſm with the Antients, they diſpla- © 
ced the Canonical e Metropolitan , «Archbiſhap © 
Sancroft, and hoiſted up a Subjett-Presbyter of © 
his, Dr. Tillotſon, in his Room, and upon his 
Death another, Dr. Teniſon, in his Place as 
Head of their Schiſm, &c. and all who have 
Acted and Foyned thus againſt the Canonical 
Biſhops become Schiſmaticks, and are guilty of 
Schiſm, Page 5, 6. The whole of all this 
Diſpute turns upon this ſingle Point, Whether 
thoſe unhappy Biſhops were lawfully Depriv- * 
ed, or no ? It they were; there is no Ground 
of Complaint, nor any reaſon of Separation 
from the Eſtabliſh'd Cyvrcu on their Score. 
To fer this Matter therefore in the cleareſt 
Light, let us enquire, 5 
1. Wo 'Deprivd them? 
2. Fo R What? | 
r. WHro Deprivd them? Every Body 
1 knows it was the King by Act of Parliament; 
1 it was by all the full Power of the Legilla- 
. ture; by all that Authority which the Church 
0 of England ever ſince the Reformation has ac- 
{| | knowledged and declared to be the Supreme 
5 Power of this Ręalm, in all Cauſes, and over all 
Ae 


Jerſons, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Temporal. Conſè- 
quently then, it was by that Power to which, 
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and to the Judicature and Judicial Determi- 


nations of which, all eArchbiſhops and Biſhops, 
as well as other Clergy and Lay-men, are 
bound by the Laws both of Church and State 
to be ſubject. And which thoſe very Depri v- 


ed Biſhops themſelves promiſcd ard bound 


themſelves upon a Solemn Oath to be direct- 
ed by and obedient ro. So that unleſs they 


will Renounce, and Revolt from this Doct- 


rine of our Cyvrcy as to the Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority which they ſolemnly Recognized 


and Owned upon Oath, and that too at the 
Holy Altar, both when they were Ordained 


Deacons, Prieſts, and alſo when they were 


FC onſecrated Biſhops ; unleſs I ſay they can 


22 Renounce all this again: 


2 : 

Count. 
# 

7 


there can be no 
room to complain of an illegal Deprivation, 


with reſpec to the Authority by which they 


were Deprived. And conſequently no juſt 


Ground of a Separation from us on that ac- 
This, My Breathren, is ſo plain and 


indiſputable a Cale, that I need 1 ay no more 
upon it. 


Bur there is one Thing which I cannot 
mention without Shame and Grief, and it is 


that ſome Clergymen are found among us, 


* who notwithſtanding all theſe expreſs Decla- 


rations of our Church, and all the Sacred 


Obligation of their Oaths, contend for that 


miſtaken Independancy of the Church upon 
the State, upon which the Papiſts build alk 
their Corruptions and Abuſes 4 to Eccleſi- 

aſtical Power; 
have ſo ſolemnly diſclaimed; and without 
which the Non: jurors themſelves own that 


their Separation can never be maintained. It 


is apparent indeed to all the World who can 
judge 


which we for that Reaſon 


— .. TE ELIE = cl BE 


LES. hes of” 2 e 
＋ ” . 4 22 LE 32 2 
42 1 * 33 * 2 

* 4 5" ”"—_ 9 , 


o 


e 


23 


ä N 
„ Sn At. A eat I nas es, as. 0 
— — 


3 . 
— 


ͤ ]˙⅛§⅛ð.: . «—1· LG Aa. — * : * 
. 232 . 


1 
4. 9—— 


_ 2 * 4 . 
— ry * 


—ů — 
8 


—— — woo 
——— as 


— — — — 
- —— — 


Ss + Jo — <s oo 


— 


Je Cnuxch of ENGLAND 


- Cnvukcn, as he either has, or muſt moſt ſo- 
| lemnly Renounce at Gor's Holy Table upon 
Oath. But, | 


| ſwer them. But for Scandal Sake, let not the 
Impugners of the Regal Supremacy, be either 


It was for diſowning the Authority of the Ci- |: 
vil Government which they lived under. It 
| was for a violent Diſaffection to that King, 


Nation from Tyranny, and Popery, and Per-| 


1 


judge of this Matter, that the Non jurors 


Schiſm requires them thus to depart from our 


Church's Principles, whatever Regard they 


may ſeemingly profeſs towards Her; before I 
they can vindicate their departing from Her 
Communion. If for this Reaſon any Perſons 


have a mind to revive thoſe Controverſies a- 
gain, and to charge the Church With Error in 


this Particular, and after all that has been ſaid 4 


in paſt Ages by the greateſt of our Divines 
ſince the Reformation; if any will yet un- 


dermine the very Principles of the Rzeror- 
MATION, and attempt to prove that the Po- | 
piſn Doctrine of the Independency of the 
| Church's Power, is Right. 1 hope, there will 


GO TIL, 
n Jr's 
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be found both wiſe and learned Men to an- 


Biſhops, Priefts or Deacons, nor any who in- 
tend for Holy Orders. Let no Man plead *? 
in Controverſy for ſuch a Power in the 


cor ee 
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2. LE T us conſider alſo, for what thoſe i 
unhappy Biſhops and Clergy were deprived. |: 


whom God had raiſed up to be, under his 
good Providence, the Great Deliverer of this| 


ſecution. I know, they will call it, for not 
ſinning by being Acceſſaries to Rebellion. In 
anſwer to which, I would only ask, Whe-} 
ther King James II, had any Authority ; ; 
Nl from 


"wh 
* 
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from Go p or Man, to deſtroy this Nation, 
co extirpate the Proteſtant Religion, and to 
bring in Popery and Perſecution ? If not; 
where can bethe Sin ina Nation's refuſing to 
be ſubject to ſuch a Power? | 
I it be ſaid, That they believed it ſuch, 
and ſo it was againſt their Conſciences to 
> comply : I anſwer, That they then ſhould 
have ſubmitted to this great Misfortune pa- 
tiently and quietly, and with a modeſt and 
peaceable Temper, conſidering that the Peace 


GOVERNMENT. Have we then, at laſt, . 
learned Chriſt ? Is this the Uſe that we are to 
make of the Power and Authority Eccleſiaſti- 
cal ? To ſupport a Faction, to countenance 
Sedition, to cramp the Civil Powers, and to 
oblige Mankind to be Governed by ſuch par- 
ticular Powers and Princes, as we think fit to 
approve of, and no other ? Did the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians ever practiſe at this Rate? 
It's well known that they lived under a very 
troubled State of the Roman Empire, when 
there were very frequent Revolutions and 
Changes inthe Government , and new and 
diſpucable Titles to it. And yer, did they 
intermeddle in ou ovechty — we 
"O15 inn IFONP 


of Gop's Caxvrcn, the Preſervation of the = 
Proteſtant Religion, and the Happineſs of p 
three Kingdoms was at Stake. But the Miſ- 4 
chief was, and is, That their Sufferings ſour- 7 'F 
ed their Tempers, and put them upon ma- Y 
king Uſe of their Spiritual Power to deſtroy 4 
our Temporal Safety and Felicity. The ve- 4 
ry Purpoſe and Deſign of this Separation from i 
the CyurcH, was, to make a Party, and dit- ; 
affected Faction againſt the STATE; and ; 
thereby to overturn, if poſſible, the Civil E 
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36 The Churcn of ENGLAND 3 
their Oaths and their Obedience; or make 
Ule of their Spiritual Powers to controul the b 
Affairs of the State? No; they had a bet= _ 


ter Spirit in them; and would not thus un- 
neceflarily bring Tribulations upon them. _ 
ſelves. After CHRIS r's own Example, and 
his Precepts too; they without Scruple ſub- * 
mitted to the Powers in Being, as St. Paul | 
very properly calls them; and never thought 
the Affairs of the Church concerned in the |. 
Controverſies and Revolutions of the State. 
Bur we are fallen into thoſe miſerable 
Times, in which the Pure, Holy, Peaceable 
Religion of JESUS CuRisrT, is made to 
miniſter to Sedition and Faction, and ſome - 
of the Preachers of it, by a Pretended Inde- 
pendent, Eccleſiaſtical Authority, would be- 
come ſubſervient to the Overturning of 
Kingdoms, and to the Ruin of Nations, by | 
betraying the National Rights,and Eſtabliſh'd 
Liberties of a Free People; and abandoning 
all their Laws, In the unhappy Diſputes be- 
tween an Opprefling King, and an Injured 
People, while the One would deſtroy thoſe 
Rights and Laws, which the Other look up- 
on as the great Security of their preſent Hap- 
pineſs: Theſe Men aſſume the ſole Pow- 
er of Determining the Controverſies, and 
of binding their Determinations and San- 
 Mions upon the Conſciences, not only of 
the People, but of their Brother Biſhops al- 
ſo; and they cenſure thoſe who differ in 
Opinion from them, whether Biſhops, 
Prieſts or Lay-men, as Schiſmaticks, and in 
a Stare of Damnation; altho' they who aſ- 
ſume this extraordinary Power, are much 
ſewer in Number, than the Reſt, 1 a 
State 
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ſhops, and the Clergy in Proportion, allow 
the National Settlement to be good, and law- 


ful, and binding upon the Subjects; and but 


ſeven are of a contrary Opinion; theſe ſeven, 


it ſeems, muſt controul the Sentiments of all 
the Reſt, however equal to them in Learning, 
Wiſdom, Knowledge, Judgment and Autho- 


rity. And if the State rejects the Biſhops, 
who ſo directly Undermine and Sap the very 


Foundations of its Power; the Eccleſiaſtick 


Oppoſers ſtreight aſſume to themſelves the 


whole eAuthority of the Church, and condemn 


their Brethren, tho' a very great Majority, as 


Schiſmaticks, becauſe they will not fall into 


their violent Meaſures againſt the Peace and 


Happineſs of their Country. And no Terms 
of Reconciliation and Re-union are to be 


thought of, unleſs the Nation will give up 
their KINO, their DELIVERER, under Gop; 


their Laws, their Liberties, and their Reli- 


gion too, into the Hands of the Deſtroyer, 


This is the Foundation of the preſent Schiſm. 
And where Thall we find ſuch another in all 


the Worid ? | 
You will all be very ſenſible, that I have 
not in the leaſt mil-repreſented this Caſe, 
when I tell you, That to viadicate this Non- 


jaring Schiſm, they athrm and teach; That in 
5 every Dioceſe, the Biſhop is a Monarch; and 
haas, in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, ſupreme Authority ; 
that even the King himſelf, is the Biſhop's Sub- 


ject, and is no otherwiſe in @ State of Salva- 
tion, than as he is in a faithful Obedience to his 


Spiritual Sovereign; with a great deal more to 
Now I would deſire ſome of 


this Purpoſe. 
the moſt learned of thoſe Gentlemen to teil 
D 2 us, 


tate Revolution, ſeventeen or eighteen Bi- 
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28 The CHURCH of ENGLAND 
us, Where the Primitive Chriſtians ever talk'd 
of Kings, and Princes, and Civil Powers, in 
ſo Majeſtick, and Magiſterial a Style? Pray 
tell me, What a Temporal King muſt do, if 
his Spiritual Severeign proves a Tyrant? May 
he rebel, or no? If he may not; he is in a 
| miſerable Caſe, and ſo are all the People un- 
der him: And, I doubt, the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion will be no Gainer by ſuch Pretenſions. 
If it be ſaid, That he may; I would then 
know, Why Reſiſtance ſhould be lawful in 
the Church, which is made ſo damnable in 
the State, even in the laſt Extremities ? And, 
Why thoſe Gentlemen, who make Paſſive 
Obedience ſo indiſpenſable a Doctrine under 
the Tyranny of the State; do not make it 
ſo allo under their Sovereign, Eccleſiaftical Su- 
premacy ? The Reaſon, 8 to me, to be 
the ſame in both. One would think, it 
ſhould open the Eyes of all the ſenſible Part 
of Mankind to obſerve after what an extra- 
vagant, inconſiſtent Way, theſe Gentlemen 
argue. But this is not the worſt of what I 
am to take Notice of : Theſe Men, in A Vin- 
. dication of the Non-juring Church, have laid 
Prop. xxl. gown this Propoſition, { That the State as tru- 


H perſecutes the Church, when the Temporal perſe- 
cutes the ſpiritual Sovereigns, and thoſe that N 
adhere to them, for any Moral Duty; as Truth, 


Righteouſneſs, and the Common Faith of Man- 
kind ; as when they perſecute them for Profeſſing 
any eArticle of the Chriſtian Faith, Do but ob- 


ſerve here the Extent of that Authority which Þ 


theſe Non. jurors claim to themſelves. The 
are to be the ſole Judges of the Moral Duties, 
and Actions of Mankind; as tho Princes had 
no Intereſt therein ; nor any lawful Power 
„ to 
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to take Cognizance thereof. Take Notice 
again, of the Snake in this Graſs. By be- 


1 
y |, ing Judges of all Moral Actions, they 
if will certainly be Judges of the Obedience 
y | which all Subjects owe to their Princes. 
2 |. So that if twenty other Biſhops ſay, That 
1- Þ the Law of the Land, and our National Con- ; 
i- fitution, are the Rules of our Religious Obe- | 
18. dience to our Civil Governors; and but five 
en or ſix of theſe Non. jurors ſay, That the Arbi- b 
in |. trary Will of the King, is the only Rule, in f 
in Defiance of all National Laws: Theſe Nonju- 4 
and, ring Biſhops, it ſeems, by pretending, That the | 
ive |. Authority of the Church is in them, condemn all | 
der the Reſt of their Brethren as Schiſmatichs and | 
> it | Excommunicates, as Rebells to their Spiritual ? 
Su- | Sovereigns, às cut off from the CHURCU of 
be CarisT, and out of the ordinary Way of Sal- ; 
vation. What is this, but to take upon them ö 
to Determine the Titles of Kings, and to i 


Diſpoſe of Kingdoms ; to bind it upon the 
Conſciences of Subjects, who are to be own'd, 
and who to be dettron'd ? And the Nation is 
in a fine Condition all this While, if theſe 
Gentlemen ſhould happen to be miſtaken in 
their Opinions and Judgments about the Mat- 
ter? What did the Pope himſelf ever pretend 
to more than this? If theſe Non, jurors can 
produce me any one Inſtance of like Nature 
| with this among all the Biſhops of the Primi- 
tive Church, whoſe Examples they would pre- 
tend to follow, I promiſe, that then I will ne- 
ver write one Syllable more in this Cauſe, But 
if chis cannot be done, we may lee the formi- 
dable Danger and Miſchief of pretending to 
lan Independency of the Eccleſiaſtical Authority 
from the Civil Power, and of putting the 
| Church 
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The Cyugcn of ENGLAND 


ſhops and Clergy. If but any one Biſhop, in | 


Contempt of the moſt ſacred Sanctions of a | 


reſt as to ſuffer Deprivation for his Sake; ac- 


never to be reſtored into the Boſom of the! 


Claim. This is certainly to aſſume a Power! 


came Un Aary, Unreaſonable, and Sinful 
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Church into the Hands of the Deprived Bi- | 
an obſtinate Regard to the moſt tyrannical | 
King that ever ſate upon a Throne, and in | 


Kingdom, will but be ſo wedded to his Inte- 


cording to our Modern Notions, the whole | 
Authority of the Church devolves upon One, as 
well as upon Seven ; and his Obſtinacy may | 

make the other Five-and-twenty Schiſmaricks, | 


Church for Salvation, unleſs they will come 
into his ſingle Sentiments, and the Pretender's| 


ther Separation from the Revolution Church, as 4; 
ſome affect to call ir, upon their Deceaſe be. 
This was particularly the Judgment of tha e 
learned Mr. Dodell, who has written andj 
rinted a whole Book to this very Purpoſe, 
t is a Treatiſe enticul'd, A Caſe in View, ane 
printed in the Year 1705, ſome Years befor i. 
all the Non: juring Biſhops were dead. And if; 
this Book, tho' he vindicates that CAAD 
. Schiſin 
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PRE 
oo 


in | pretended Independent Power of thoſe Deprived 
al | * Biſhops, yet he freely owns, all that Power 
in | to be Perſonal only; and conſequently, to 
a ceaſe upon the Vacancy of their Sees, either 
te- ö by Death, or Renunciation. This he owns, is 


„2s | they could no longer be under any Obligation to 
Nay | keep up their oppoſite Aſſemblies ; but ſuch a Prac- 
icks,| tice would thereby become both Unreaſonable and 
Unneceſſary. See the Title-page, and, Pages 
ome 3, 4, 5. Nay, he expreſsly affirms, pag. 6. 
That she Poſſeſſor's Title muſt needs be good, how- 
Wer 15 ever it began, hen there is no living Diſpoſſeſſed 

nde Perſon, who can pretend to have a better Title. 
theſe And before that, pag. 4. It is the Intereſt of all 


*than the Poſſeſſor himſelf anNTECEDENTLY to bis 


ho in Poſſeſſion. There can be no Doubt of the Subjecti- 


aſtical on to thoſe Biſhops, of the Preſent Eſtabliſhed 


thoſe Church he means, hilft we are within their 


an this Juriſdictions, and can pretend no other Right in 
"at the Oppoſition to them. Pag. 25. J know not how we 


PS died 
ch far: 


urch, a 


: ſhall be able then to juſtify our forbearing their Com- 


ale be. hall then be exactly in the ſame Condition in which 
| Sinfulſ pve were before, p.26. Thus Mr. Dodwell ſpeaks : 


of tha land accordingly Mr. Nelſon practiſed ; who, 
en anfliltho'I think, he kept up that Separation ſo 


urpolefWong as any of the Deprived Biſhops lived 


, aWertupon their Deceaſe, or perhaps the Renun- 


s beforFﬀ&iation of ſome of them, he would no longer 
And i\Wive in that Schiſm from the Communion of 


Unba}iWhe National Cuvkcn; but was conſtant 
Schiſu and 


 (ufficient to put an End to the then preſent Schiſm. 
And in ſuch a Caſe, whenever it ſhould happen, 


Societies to allow Poſſeſſion itſelf for a better Claim, 
tban any elſe can have, who has no better Claim 


munion, any more than we could have done, if we 
Had forborn it before the Schiſm was made; for we 


n 
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and zealous in it. I mention all this, only i 
to make this juſt Remark upon it, That if | 
the preſent Non- juring Separatiſts had any 
Regard to theſe great Men of their Fraterni- þ 
ty, and paid any Deference to their Senti- | 
wents and Judgments in this Caſe, they | 
mould think it high time to put an End to! 
this Unreaſonable and Miſchievous Separati- 
on. N who were ſo zealous in Defend- 
Ing it at the firſt Beginning of it, were now 
to riſe out of their Graves, they would Con- 
demn, and ſeverely Rebuke the intemperate 
Heat, and invincible Obſtinacy of theſe Per- 
verſe Men, who without a due Regard to the 
Honour of RELIGION, and the Peace of the 
CrvRcH, Carry this calamitous Diviſion 
fo much farther than the Principles on which! 
it was originally built, will bear them out. I 
leave it to your ſelves, Gentlemen, to confi 
der, Whether this Reſtleſs, Implacable Spi- 
rit, is not intended for the greateſt Miſchiefs 
and has not other Aims in View, beſides 7 
pretended Zeal againſt Schiſm, and for the 
ſacred Authority of the Church. = 
I SrovrpD now have come to the Cloſq 
of this Diſcourſe, having, I think, in tha 
Reaſons, and Principles, and ObſervationsÞ 
already laid before you, ſupply'd you with 
ſufficient Anſwer to all thoſe artful, deluſive 
and erroneous Inſinuations, by which thel: 
Men labour to repreſent Us as in a State 0 
Schiſm and Damnation. 5 | 
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ITux Conſequence of all, is undeniably plai 
and evident thus; That if the Deprived Biſhi; 
and Clergy had not ſuch a Power in, and oveWr: 
the Church of England, as theſe Men pretend 
and as the Church itſelf declares they coul 
Fj Ee nag 
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nly not have; if thoſe Biſhops and Clergy-Men 
t if were lawfully Deprived, as they muſt be, if 
any the Doctrine of our ChURcR, as to Eccliſiaſtical 
rni· Authority, be true: Then thoſe Deprived 


>nti- E Clergy-Men were bound by the Laws both of 
hey our Chuxch and STATE, to have continued in 
1 to our Communion, even after their Deprivati- 


rati / on. And in not doing ſo, They are certain- 
end ly Schiſmaticks, and not We. And They are 
now] in the Danger of Damnation belonging to 
Con- ſuch a Schiſm, and not We. So that, indeed, 


erate as almoſt all Controverſies, if Men are not 


Per- too much Pertinacious and Contentious , 
o the may be brought into a narrow Compals ; the 


of the Whole of Our Diſpute, comes to this; Either 


viſion they muſt Deny and Renounce that known 
vhichÞ? 


8 Ds +; 

* Ihe 

ut. 1 
—F 

19 | 

- WE 

3 


Cburch of England, which they profeſs ſo great 
conſi- 
Spi- gy-Men, they have even {worn to at the Ho- 
:hiets ly Altar, and upon the Holy Goſpel, to be 
ides ¶ true : Or elſe, they can never clear themſelves 
r thiÞ of that Schiſm, which they labour ſo induftri- 
2 ouſly to charge upon Us. And I ſay again, 
Clos Thar if after all their Oaths, and theſe ſtrong 
in tha Obligations, they will once more attack Us 
ation on that Side: I hope, our Chuxch will never 
with want able Defendents. | 
luſfive BEFORE I leave you, I muſt do Juſtice to 
| thel: 
tate Of th 
I his Purpoſe, and has given us a curious and 
y plai 
Biſ bos 


upon it, which deſerves to be particularly 
d ove 5 | 


taken Notice of. 


retendi Tus Deſign of this Canon, as both the 


y coull Title and the Subſtance of ic evidently ſhew, 
nc PE 15, 


Doctrine, and avow'd Principle of the true u 


the Second of the Cnunkcn's Cinons, which 
this Author has cited, and Wire-drawn to 


uncommon Specimen of refined Reaſoning 
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under a certain Cenſure of Excommunicati- 
on from the Church of England; in that his 
Aſcribing the Authority of the Church to the De- 


of the King's Regal Supremacy, againſt which 


may be true; But in Go p's Name, what 


non with it? Does the Canon mention one 


is, To aſſert the King's Supremacy in all 


Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, as well as Civil, and to 
Cenſure thoſe who teach the Independency of 
the Church on the State, on which the Non- 
jurors Schiſm is wholly founded. That it 
does in theſe Words; Whoever ſhall hereafter 


affirm, That the Kings «Majeſty hath not the 
{ame Authority in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, that the 


godly Kings had among the Jews, and Chri- 


{tian Emperors of the Primitive Church, or im- 


peach any Part of his Regal Supremacy in the ſaid 


Cauſes, reſtored to the Crown, and by the Laws of | 


the Realm therein eſtabliſhed ; let him be excom- 


municated iplo facto: and not reſtored, but only 
by the Archbiſhop, after his Repentance, and pub* 
lick Revocation of thoſe his wicked Errors. This 


is the Canon, from the apparent Deſign of 
which, I muſt obſerve by the way, That the 


Writer of this Schiſmatical Diſcourſe ſtands 


prived Biſhops and Clergy, and founding a Se- 
paration thereupon, 1s that very Impeachment 


this Canon denounces Excommunication ipſo 
facto. But this by the Bye: Our preſent Bu- 
fineſs is to ſee how by the Force of this Ca- 
non he batters the Revolution. Now he pro- 
ceeds thus; T By the King, mentioned in this 
Canon, is to be underſtood, that Perſon who is 
poſſeſs'd of the Throne,according to the Civil Inſti- 
tution of the Engliſh Hereditary Monarchy. This 
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has this to do with the Canon ; or the Ca- 
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ſingle Word of Hereditary Right? Suppoſe 
then, I ſhould ſay, That by the King, is only 
meant, the lawful King,whether he be Here- 
ditary, or no ; What Service will this Canon 
do this Gentleman in the Confutation of 
me ? Well, but he goes on very elegantly, 
thus; From hence it naturally follows, That if 
R. James II, had a Right, the Revolutioniſts and 
Compliers, were excommunicated by this Canon; 


for in depriving their rightful King, they diſown- 


ed his Authority. This is admirably cloſe and 
fine! For when the Nation diſowned King 
James from being any longer their lawful 
King, they certainly diſowned his Autho- 


rity. And was it indeed the Intention of 


this Canon, that we ſhould under Penalty of 


| Excommunication own his Supremacy, when 


we did not own him as our King? J be- 


© lieve, we did that which this Writer will 
not do to any King whatever. We owned 


his Supremacy in and over the Church, as 


long as we acknowledged his Sovereignty 


over the Realm. And what does this migh- 
ty Maſter of Reaſon expect from us more 
by Virtue of this Canon ? Muſt we be ex- 
communicated and damned for not main» 
taining his Supremacy, when he ceaſed to 


be any longer King? For not owning his 
Authority in Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, when he 
had evidently none in Temporals? And for 
nor aſccibing to him that Authority in 
the CHunRcn, which he had apparently 
8 loſt in the STATE 7? What Opinion has 
| this 


Gentleman of the Underſtandings 
of his Neighbours 2 Does he take the Re- 
volution Men to be «ll ſuch Workers of Ini- 
quity, as to have no Knowledge ; that he ar- 

5 E 2 tempts 
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tempts to put ſuch a monſtrous Deluſion as 
this upon Us? In ſhort; This Canon 
was made in the Beginning of the Reign 
of King James I, and it confirms what 
the XXXVII”P Article in Queen Elizabeth's 
Time had taught us. By Virtue of which, 
both King James I, and King Charles II, 
and King Fames II, ſo long as he reigned, 
had all of them their Eccleſiaſtical Supre- 
macy acknowledged. And fo had King 
William and Queen eMary, and Queen Anne, 
and fo has our Preſent moſt Gracious So- 
vereign King GEORGE: And to impeach 
| the Regal Supremacy of any One of theſe, in 
their ſeveral Reigns, is what this Canon 
| forbids upon Pain of Excommunication ipſo 
facto. But from thence, to impeach the Re- 
volution, and to pretend to put Us under t. 
Ex communication, and an Invalidity of all 
our Ordinances and Miniſtrations, for not 
owning the Authority of a King, when he 
ceaſed to be King, he may as well do it 
from one of old Chaucer's Tales, or A ſop's 
Fables. 5 VVV 


rr, c Ee 
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had ſome Satisfactory Inſtances of the dan- 
gerous, deceitful, miſtaken, and pernicious 
Principles and Reaſonings, of this little ſe- 
ditious Treatiſe; which while it pretends to 
Alarm you with a Dread of Schiſm, it craf- 
tily allures you into it. While it profeſſes | w 
a Zeal for the Church of England and its J in 
Communion, ic with ſubtile, and fraudulent J fig 
lIhnſinuations, is contriving its Ruin, and end tn 
deavouring to bring us into the utmoſt || N 
Diſtractions and Confuſions, And all this, in 
| in 


C 

I 

d 

P 
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Ap now, Gentlemen, I hope you have i 
ir 

E 

G 


Vindicated from the Imputation of Schiſm, 


— 


— 


in apparent Favour of a Popiſh Pretender, 
who, when dur own miſerable Diviſions 
ſhall have prepared the Way for him, ſhall 


be invited to come over and finiſh our Ca- 


lamity, by a final Deſtruction of both our 
Cuvnch and NATION. Should he be 


brought in here; which may Go p, in his 


good Providence, for ever prevent: Nothing 


leſs is to be expected from it, than the 
Eternal Extirpation of the Proteſtant Religi- 


Perſecution.— 

Tuus, if you follow theſe Mens Mea- 
ſures, beſides all the Sin, and Guilt, and 
Danger of Schiſm, which is certainly their 
Caſe ; you muſt be drawn in to be the un- 


| happy Inſtruments of Ruin to your Coun- 


fry. od. | F | 
Nav, to bring the Matter cloſer Home, 
conſider well, and with this Conſideration 


I ſhall cloſe all that I have to ſay, Conſi- 
der well what you are to expect from the 
Preſent GovERNMENT, if after all that 


has been done to Reſtrain you, you will 
yet ſo far indulge four Humours, and an 


irreconcileable Diſaffection, as to Support or 
Countenance the wicked Meaſures of thoſe 
implacable Men, who are Reſtleſs in their 
and Night, to overturn the 


Endeavours Day 
GOVERNMENT. 

I KxNow, you have to do with Men, 
who value not to what Mileries and Suffer- 
ings they ſhall expoſe you to ſerve. their De- 
ſigns, But are they ſure that they ſhall carry 


their Point? Conſider firſt, What a vaſt 


Number there are of Brave, and Bold Men 
in this Kingdom, who will part with 15 
1 laſt 


SF: 


| on, Beggary, Slavery, and the molt barbarous 
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laſt Penny of their Fortunes, and ſhed the 
laſt Drop of their Blood, before they will 
ſuffer ſuch Deſtruction, as the Pretender 
muſt bring along with him, to fall upon 


their Country. And will you be made the 


Tools to a Popiſh Faction, to bring Us in- 


to the Miſeries of a Civil War; and to co- 


ver the Face of the Land with Blood, and 
Slaughter, and Deſolation? Think well of 
it, Whether the GoveRNMENT can, or 
will bear with Impunity thoſe ſcandalous, and 
Seditious, Facobite Conventicles, in which 
the Trumpet of Rebellion is to be daily 


ſounded in your Ears. Whatever Diſpoſiti- 


on the KING may have to Gentleneſs and 
Clemency, which is known to be very great; 
yet He has none of that Weakneſs, which 


will ſuffer His Goodneſs to be trampled on 


to His own Deſtruction. If the Reſtleſs 
and Implacable Spirits of Men will yet 
20 on to undermine His Power, depend 
upon it, that Ways will be found out to 
make ſuch invincible Incendiaries Uneaſy. 
If therefore, after the kindeſt Intreaties that 
can be uſed to perſuade you to continue 
ſtedfaſt in the Communion of the National 


CaHvuRcn, and as that CHURCH always 


teaches you, to be of meek, mild, humble 
and peaceable Spirits; conſcienciouſly Obe- 
dient to the Laws of your Country, and to 
theK1NG, who Rules thereby: If for want 
of following ſuch good and Chriſtian Coun- 
ſel, you bring your ſelves under the Miſ- 
fortunes of Priſons, Pillories and Fines, to 
the Ruin of your ſelves and Families: Re- 
member, how and by whoſe Deluſions 8 

this 
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| this comes upon you. Don't let the Non- 
jurors tell you, That this is Perſecution for 
Religion. It is not a Controverſy of Re- 
ligion, but of Politicks. It is not the Ar- 
ticles of your Creed, but the Laws and 
Conſtitutions of your Country, that are 
now diſputed about. And if Men under 
a pretended Zeal for the Cuvrkcn, will 
engage in ſuch Unreafonable and Deſtruce 
tive Meaſures ; this is turning Faith into 
Faction, and Religion into Rebellion: And 
the Reſtraining of ſuch evil Practices by a 
due Puniſhment of the Criminals, is one 
great End for which Government was 
| | Ordained and Appointed of Almighty Go v. 
: | All wiſe Governments will, and all ſaſe 
1 Governments muſt take Care of ſuch Men. 
n And how ſeverely ſoever they ſuffer; while 
they will not otherwiſe be reſtrained, It 
t | is not Craelty but Fuſtice; and the Peace of 
d the World, and the Preſent Happineſs of 
0 Mankind, cannot be ſecur'd without it. If 
y. therefore, by falling in with ſuch unjuſtifi- 
at | able' Practices, any of you, expoſe your 
ue | ſelves to Sufferings, remember that it is 
ial | for Want of following the honeſt, ſincere 
ys | Advice of thoſe, who ſeek not yours, but you, Pag. 31. 
ple | Who do not look for competent Food and Ray- 
be- | ment to be obtained by Preaching in Non- 
tro | juring Conventicles; who have no other 
| Ends to ſerve upon you, nor any other 
un- | Purpoſes in View, but that You may con- 
iſ- | tinue ſtedfaſt in the Communion of the 
| Eſtabliſhed CHURCH, of which you are 
Members. And therein lead peaceable 


an! 
quiet 
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quiet Lives, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
That you may ſee this Churcn Safe; 
the Proteſtant Religion Flouriſh ; the whole 
Nation Proſper ; and your ſelves, after all 
the Comforts of this Lite, to reap the Bleſ- 
ſings of the Next. e 


I am Tours, &c. 


9 LY ' 
=== Ft 
— 
rn 
* 


n 


— 
— 


— 
— 


